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About Zillah 
 
The City of Zillah was incorporated in January 5, 1911 and operates as a second class 
Code City with a Mayor/Council form of government.  City Council is comprised of five 
members elected by the citizens of Zillah.  They are elected officials who exercise the 
legislative powers of the City and determine matters of policy.  The Mayor has 
administrative authority including veto power. He chairs meetings, authenticates 
documents and serves as the head of the City.  The Council is supported by several 
advisory boards and commissions.  Zillah has four department heads who administrate 
Police, Fire, Public Works and Administration. 
 
The City provides a full range of municipal services including: 

• Police Protection 
• Fire Protection 
• Building Inspection 
• Parks and Recreation 
• Public Works 
• Planning 
• General Administrative Services 

 
For 2010 the City has 22 full-time employees, excluding seasonal workers.  Bargaining 
Units represent all full-time non-administrative City Employees. 
 

Zillah at a Glance 
Population .....................................................................................................    2,790 
Elevation ...................................................................................................    820 feet 
Land Area...........................................................................................     1,083 Acres 
Average Temperature........................................................................     54.8 degrees 
Average Annual Precipitation.............................................................     2.24 inches 
Miles of City Streets ..........................................................................................    19 
Residential Dwellings .....................................................................................    979 
City Retail Sales Tax ....................................................................................     7.9% 
City Employee (Full-Time Equivalents)............................................................    22 
Assessed Valuation (2009 Tax Roll) ..............................................     $154,894,546 
City Property Tax Rate ...........................................................      $2.391 per $1,000 
Hardness of Water....................................................................................     18 grain 
 
 

The City’s name, Zillah, originated in honor of Miss Zillah Oakes, daughter 
of the president of the Northern Pacific Railroad, Thomas Oakes. 
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City Mission Statement 
 

"With our eyes on the future, ears on the past and  
feet in the present, the Mission of the City of Zillah is to  
promote and maintain a desirable community for all." 

 
Positive Budget:  To provide a strong fiscal leadership/management.   

To support high quality public services and infrastructure. 
 
Infrastructure: To develop and maintain an infrastructure that will support a 

diverse economy and high quality of life and promote 
sustainable growth. 

 
Diversified Economy: To promote and maintain a diversified economy that will 

enhance the greater community of Zillah. 
 
Quality Rural Lifestyle: To provide and maintain a quality rural lifestyle where 

everyone can have a feeling of safety, community and 
community ownership. 

 
Quality Public Service: To promote and maintain the highest quality of public services. 
 
Good Partnership  
with Schools: To strengthen the partnership with the school district.  To 

continue and expand the educational and recreational activities. 
 
Expanded Youth Activities: To provide opportunities for constructive and positive activities 

for our youth. 
 
Partner with Sr. Citizens: To provide and maintain a supportive and healthy environment 

for our senior citizens. 
 
Reduce the Crime Rate: To decrease crime through education and community 

involvement. 
 
Promote Tourism:  To develop services to promote tourism. 
 
Enhance Communication: To promote effective communications with the community at 

large. 
 
Ordinance Review: To establish and streamline the policies for the protection of the 

community. 
 
Commerce:   To promote economic development. 
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2010 BUDGET APPROPRIATIONS 
FUND DESCRIPTION  REVENUE EXPENDITURE 

001     Current Expense   1,711,402.00 1,704,575.59 

101 Streets  533,035.00 445,447.88 

102 Emergency Medical Services  30,314.00 37,190.37 

103 Civic Center                3,360.000 3,360.00 

104 Parks  10,912.00 5,223.00 

105 Hotel/Motel Tax  12,150.00 12,275.00 

106 Crime Prevention Fund  18,500.00 13,000.00 

107 Public Safety Fund  58,010.00 68,500.00 

108 Cemetery Memorial Fund  500.00 0 

112 Cumulative Reserve/Revenue Stabilization  400.00 0 

202 Sewer Revenue Bond Redemption  32,410.00 32,400.00 

203 Unlimited Tax GO Bond 1995  12,500.00 12,500.00 

204 SIED Loan Fund  34,798.28 34,783.28 

205 YVFWC SIED Debt Service Fund  43,896.97 43,896.97 

206 Debt Service-SIED-YC-VVMC-08  18,313.57 18,313.57 

207      PWTF Water Tower Loan  124,458.00 124,458.00 

208      PWTF WWTP Upgrade Loan  119,261.87 119,261.87 

301      Capital Projects Fund  3,960.26 3,760.26 

302     Capital Street Projects Fund  106,800.00 235,000.00 

304 Real Estate Excise Tax  198,425.00 50,000.00 

402 Water  410,900.00 410,497.37 

403 Sewer  335,300.00 335,239.00 

405     Cemetery  105,015.00 104,997.70 

420     Water Reserve Fund  169,550.00 187,779.84 

422     Water Deposit Fund  21,400.00 22,000.00 

430 Sewer Reserve  135,700.00 148,534.87 

501      PD/City Hall Maintenance  36,705.00 36,705.00 

601 Cemetery Trust  24,100.00 612.50 

633     Treasurers Clearing  820,415.00 820,415.00 

           BUDGET            $ 5,133,491.95 $ 5,030,727.07 
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2010 BUDGET

The Organization of the City of Zillah 
 

 
 

                    
 

Gary Clark  Bob Gallagher Kevin Russell 

 

                   
 

Jeff Miles Chad Crossley Janice  Gonzales  

Mayor  Term Expires Position No.  
 
Gary Clark Re-elected 11/2009 12/31/2013 Mayor  
 
City Council Members 
 
Bob Gallagher Re-elected 11/2009 12/31/2013 1 
Jeff Miles Re-elected 11/2009 12/31/2013 2 
Chad Crossley Elected 11/2009 12/31/2011 3 
Janice Gonzales Re-elected 11/2009 12/31/2011 4 
Kevin Russell Re-elected 11/2007 12/31/2011 5 
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2010            Updated 1-4-10 

CITY COUNCIL COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS AND             
BOARDS & COMMISSIONS

 
MAYOR PRO-TEM 

Bob Gallagher 
 

YVCOG 
Janice Gonzales, Rep. 

Chad Crossley, Alt 
 

RC&D BOARD 
Dick Story 

 
PUBLIC PROPERTY ADVISORY & 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
Jeff Miles, Chairperson 

Chad Crossley 
 
 

FINANCE & BUDGET COMMITTEE 
Bob Gallagher, Chairperson 

Jeff Miles 
 

PERSONNEL COMMITTEE 
Kevin Russell, Chairperson 

Janice Gonzales 
 

UNION NEGOTIATIONS 
Kevin Russell, Chairperson 

Bob Gallagher 
 

PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE 
Chad Crossley, Chairperson 

Jeff Miles 
 
 
 
 
 

PLANNING COMMISSION   
Doug Stewart, Chairman 

Russ Redfield 
Jim Koerner 

Brian Williams 
Cori Perez 

Jay Spurlock 
Skyler Bower 

 
 

PARKS COMMITTEE (Ord. 881) 
Jeff Miles, Chairman 

Greg Robertson 
Toni Locati 
Jim Koerner 

Chad Crossley 
Carolin Morford 

 
CEMETERY IMPROVEMENT 

COMMITTEE 
Gary Clark 
Tim Tilley 

Sharon Bounds 
Jeff Miles 

Bob Gallagher 
Gary Fox 

 
PUBLIC FACILITIES COMMITTEE 

Kevin Russell 
Jeff Miles 
Gary Clark 

Sharon Bounds 
Dan Hargroves 

Tim Tilley 
Dave Simmons 

 
RATTLESNAKE HILLS TOURIST 

TRAIL REP. 
Gary Clark 

Sharon Bounds 
 

MID VALLEY CABLE  
REGULATION BOARD 

Tim Tilley 
Janice Gonzales 

 
CENTENNIAL COMMITTE 

Jeff Miles 
Sharon Bounds 

Bobbie DeMarco 
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